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CELEBRATION WEEKEND! 

Wow!  There are not enough words to express how humbled and grateful I am with the generous 
response to our Capital Campaign.  We not only made our initial goal, but we surpassed that and 
are very near making our challenge goal.   

We could not have achieved this accomplishment without the work of many hands.  Our            
consultant, Margaret, worked closely with our leadership committee which was headed up by 
Craig  Johnson, Donna Lehmann, and Bill Pomerleau  Our leadership chairs were instrumental in 
inviting a number of prospective donors, working with other committee members and moving 
the campaign in the right direction.  John and Ann Zettel wrote a beautiful prayer and set up    
adorations to help bless our campaign.  Margaret Barrett and Mary Dean were in charge of      
hospitality and kept the treats coming at a number of meetings and events!  Joe Collins took on 
the task of the next generation and developed materials for the young people of the parish to use 
as well as set up an all school rosary with the school children to pray for the success of our     
campaign. The amazing video which spelled out our needs for the campaign was just one of the 
items Jim DeBilzan, our communications chairperson, took charge of.  Dwight Ganje put together 
wonderful information on legacy giving including coordinating a seminar with CCF which we 
hope to provide again in the future.  We had an amazing group of associate chairs who were   
proactive in providing information on the campaign to parishioners as well as took part in a 
phone-a-thon where they called to remind parishioners about prayerfully considering a 
pledge.  This group includes Sheri Blesener, Susan Genz, Gail Johnson, Craig Johnson, Nick Kopka, 
Joe Lasnier, Tom Lehmann, Maurice Merabella, Mary Pat Merabella, Richard Nehm, Dale Oden, 
Don Rada, Mary  Rada, Chris Ransom, Margot Ransom and Mary Ripka.  I would also like to thank 
our staff Laura Haraldson, Don Kellett, Karla Schultz and Kathy LaCasse who internally kept our 
campaign on track through communication and accounting services.  If I have accidently missed 
anyone please accept my apologies and know your work is so appreciated! 

Our Principal, Dan Hurley, set the example of leadership for our school families by having such an 
active role in all aspects of the campaign. Our school showed their support in many ways includ-
ing praying an all school rosary and many students helped stuff bulletins with campaign inserts.  

Finally, none of this is possible without the continued support of you, our faithful and outstand-
ing parishioners and friends of the parish.  Your contributions, financial and/or spiritual, to this 
endeavor tells the story of the greatness that is Saint John’s Church and School.  Your support of 
this campaign shouts loud and clear you believe in the future of this parish and you would like to 
preserve Saint John’s Church and School as a place where for future generations will worship to-
gether.     Love, 



929,080.00 

Thank you to the students of Saint John the Evangelist School who stuffed the 

capital campaign newsletter each week to keep everyone  informed.  

Almighty and ever living God, all that we 

have comes from you. 

Thank you for the many blessings you 

have given our parish, especially for those 

who sacrificed to establish Saint John’s 

Church and School. 

Thank you for the gift of the Eucharist 

which we celebrate daily. 

Send Your Spirit upon us to help us live as 

humble and grateful disciples.  Help us  

follow Mary our Mother, all the saints, and 

those who have gone before us.  May we be 

strengthened in faith and glorify you as 

we participate in our capital campaign. 

We ask this through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 


